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od has given each of us a mission "to 'go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the

whole creation' (Mk 1 6:1 5)" (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 1 81). Our relationship with God leads

to the desire to build a world focused upon dignity, respect, justice, and peace. We are called

to pursue the common good and make choices in political life based not on what will be most

advantageous to us personally, but rather what is in the best interest of society as a whole. And when we think

about society as a whole, we pay special attention to those who are in most need of our compassion and help.

We have a dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens. As Catholics, our baptismal commilment to bear public

witness to the values of Jesus Christ requires our active participation in polilical life. keeping in mind the common good. And as

Americans, we treasure our right to polhical participation and also have a civic obligation to vote and participate in public lile. Here

in New Hampshire, we have a heightened level of responsibilrty to participate in the political process because our state legislature

- which is the largest in the country - and our first in the nation presidential primary give us unparalleled access lo communicate
with our elected officials.

Catholics, like all eligible citizens, have a serious moral obligation to vote, but we have work to do before we head into the voting

booths. The Church does not tell Catholics for whom or against whom to vote. lnstead, the bishops of the United States have

prepared resources to help Catholics form their consciences in accordance with God's truth. Conscience is not a mere "feeling"

about what we should or should not do but instead requires serious attempts to make sound moral judgments based on the truths

of our faith. The formation of conscience includes the desire to embrace goodness and truth and for Catholics, this begins by

studying the Scripture and teachings of ihe Church. lt also is important to examine the facts and background information about
various choices. Finally, prayerful reflection is essential to discem the will of God.

The responsibility to make choices in political life rests with each individual in light of a properly formed conscience, and that

participation goes beyond casting a vote in a particular election. Catholics are called to participate in political life throughout the

year to help promote the common good.

fi lVhnr drcils nrcr"it .sper:ial conctrn.for
(.atholic yotr:r:l

The Catholic approach to faithful citizenship rests on moral

principles found in sacred Scripture and Catholic moral and

social teaching as well as in the hearts of all people of good
will. The bishops of the United States have offered the following
policy goals they hope will guide Catholics as they form their
consciences and reflect on the moral dimensions of their public
choices. Wilh the summary of each goal, we suggest questions

you may wish to bear in mind as you consider each issue.

1. Tho Dignity of the Human Pcrson: lt is fundamental to
Catholic teaching that human beings are created in the image
and likeness of God and that every life is to be respected

from conception to natural death. ln our society, human life
is instead under direct attack from abortion. Other direct
threats to the sanctity of human life include euthanasia and

assisted suicide, human cloning, in vitro fertilization, and

the destruction of human embryos for research. Catholic
teaching about the dignity of human life also leads us to
oppose torture, unjust war, and the indiscriminate use of
drones for violent purposes; to prevent genocide and attacks

against noncombatants; to oppose racism;to oppose human

trafficking; and to overcome poverty and suffering. Nations

are called to protect the right to life by seeking effective ways

to combat evil and terror without resorting to armed conflicts
except as a last resort after all peaceful means have failed.

This teaching also calls Catholics to urge governmenis to
end the use of the death penalty as a means of protecting
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