
During an election year, handouts and voter guides

often are produced and distributed. Catholics seeking

information on Church teaching are encouraged to seek

resources authorized by the Diocese of Manchester and

the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (see the

additional resources section below for more information).

The Diocese of Manchester does not produce a score card

of candidates because a score card would be interpreted
to be an endorsement or rejection of certain candidates.

Voters reviewing score cards from other organizations are

encouraged to examine whether the voting records include all

of the issues Catholic voters should consider before voting.
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\ffhen all the candidates for an office hold a position that

promotes the destruction of innocenl human life, such as

abortion or physician-assisted suicide, the conscientious

voter faces a dilemma. The voter may decide to take the

extraordinary step of not voting for any candidate for that

particular office, but *re individual should still evaluate

candidates for other offices and vote on Election Day in other
races where the voter does not face this same dilemma. Or,

after careful deliberation, the voter may decide to vote for the

candidate deemed less likely to advance the morally-flawed

position and more likely to pursue other authentic efforts for
the human good.
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Yesl The Catechism of the Catholic Churdt reminds
us, "lt is necessary *rat all participate. each according to
his poshion and role, in promoting the common good"
and that 'As far as possible citizens should take an active

part in public life." (nos. I 9l 3- 1 9l 5) Voting is only one

type of activity in polilical life. Shaped by Gospel values

and the commitment to the life and dignity of every human

person from conception to natural death, Catho[cs are

called to participate in political life by running for office,

communicating their concerns to elected officials. or joinrng

or forming a parish advocacy group. Even those who cannot

vote have the right to have their voices heard on issues that

affect their lives and the common good.

Some say Catholics should not be involved in policy
issues. but the United States Constitution protects the right
of individual believers and religious bodies to participate
and speak out. The Catholic community brings to the

public square a broad experience serving alongside those
in need - caring for the sick, sheltering the homeless.

helping women who face difficult pregnancies, feeding
the hungry. welcoming immigrants and refugees, and

educating the young. And we biing a consistent moral
framework for assessing issues that is drawn from basic
human reason. illuminated by Scripture and the teaching of
the Church. Our nation's tradition of pluralism is enhanced.

not threatened, when the voices of religious groups and

people of faith join others in bringing their convictions and

concerns into public life.
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. Addhional information about public policy issues

and failhful citizenship is available on the Diocese of
Manchester website at www.catholicnh,orylvoto.
Visit this page to register for Catholic Citizenship News.

the Diocese of Manchester newsletter on public issues.

. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
provides resources and information for parish and school

leaders, community leaders, families, youth, and all

Catholics on its website at vurvur.faithfu lcitizcnshiporg.


